























What Development & Fundraising is really all about?

Many of us have had transitions in our lives that were particularly difficult to manage
from an economic standpoint. Asking for help is a very difficult thing to do for most of
us, but when children are hungry, and bills need paying, we do what we can to make
ends meet.

Philanthropy starts with finding a link to a cause that you are interested in. Combine
link and interest with the ability to help and you complete the formula.

There are multiple ways in which you can help ACS with the mission set before us and
we have taken several steps with which to make it easier for individuals to give from
their heart.

% When you travel for business or pleasure, book your travel through
www.acslifttravel.com. ACS will receive 60% of the commission, and you will
receive low Travelocity prices.

% When you shop online, go to www.igive.com and select ACS Community LIFT
as the cause you would like to support. A small percentage of the total
purchase comes to ACS to support your cause.

< If you would like to donate securely online, there are two ways: Go to
www.acslift.org/donor or to www.givingfirst.org and select ACS Community
LIFT.

% Our e-Village newsletter will keep you up to date with the happenings at ACS.
Please e-mail chill@acslift.org or mbright@acslift.org with your e-mail address
if you'd like to receive our e-newsletter.

Americans give more money away than any other country in’the world. The trust that is
placed in the institution that manages those donations is a sacred trust. Donor intent,
did the money that was donated really go for the purpose intended, is one of the most
important things in the philanthropic world.

Accountability and transparency are so important that some foundations are dedicated
to the mission of helping non profit agencies prove their worthiness to receive funds.
For instance, here in Denver, the CommunityFirst Foundation started a clearing house
for non-profits to provide information to the community about all of the inner workings
of the organization. ACS Community LIFT has satisfactorily completed the rigorous
demands of the Foundation and the results can be found on the website
www.givingfirst.org. Type in “ACS Community LIFT” in the search area and you will
find our full financial information. We feel this type and amount of public disclosure is
imperative to the trust level that we have built with the Denver Community.

When someone sends money to a charitable organization, the thing that they are
buying is goods or services for someone that cannot afford to buy it for themselves.
The fiduciary responsibility that is inherent in the transaction is something that we take
very seriously at ACS. Not only are the finances looked at by a bookkeeper and an
Executive Director with an MBA, but our Treasurer was an auditor for 16 years. The
Board then oversees the finances and an independent auditor is paid to render his
opinion as to the integrity of the financial situation. Above and beyond that, we have
two Chief Financial Officers of multi-million dollar enterprises that constitute an
independent audit committee. This bullet-proof approach to the finances creates an
atmosphere of integrity. ,
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